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Information about the inspection 

This inspection was conducted by Ofsted at the request of the Secretary of State for 
Education. It was carried out under section 99 of the Education and Skills Act 2008.1  

In carrying out this type of inspection, inspectors assess the extent to which the 
school is likely to meet The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 
2014 when it opens. 2 

The inspector undertook a tour of the temporary school site. He scrutinised 
information uploaded to the school’s website, the single central record, policies and 
proposed procedures. He also held discussions with the headteacher designate and 
members of the Tauheedul Education Trust.  
 

Information about the registration 

The school is seeking registration as a free school for: 

Number of day pupils 420 by 2021 

Age range 4–6 initially (4–11 by 2021) 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Type of special educational needs Not applicable 

 

Context of the school 

The Olive School, Bolton, is a Muslim faith school sponsored by the Tauheedul 
Education Trust. It is situated just outside Bolton town centre.   

The school plans to open on 5 September 2016 with 120 pupils in a converted 
building originally used to accommodate bank offices. This arrangement is scheduled 
to be in place for two years. At the time of this inspection around 60 pupils had 
enrolled to start in September 2016. 

Advice to the Secretary of State for Education 

 

Overall outcome 
 

The school is likely to meet all the relevant independent school 
standards when it opens 

                                           

 
1 www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/25/section/99  
2 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/made; Part 1 to Schedule 1 is not reported 

against because it does not apply to academies, free schools, studio schools and UTCs. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/25/section/99
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/schedule/made
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Compliance with The Education (Independent School 
Standards) Regulations 20143 

Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of 
students 

The school is likely to meet all the regulations in relation to this part.  

The school intends to be an open, tolerant community in which pupils are 
encouraged to display British values such as respect, democracy, rule of law and 
tolerance. This is regardless of whether its pupils are of Muslim faith, other faiths or 
no faith at all.  

Information for parents on the school’s current website plus available policies make 
clear the school will place great emphasis on character development and will seek to 
prepare its pupils to ‘become high-achieving, fully engaged citizens in a multicultural 
21st century Britain’. Also clear is the school’s intention to enable its pupils to respect 
difference, not fear it.  

In common with other schools in the trust, the school seeks to promote the 
‘Tauheedul Mini-Baccalaureate’ which intends to bring together academic excellence, 
personal development and community in a single accreditation framework.  

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

The school is likely to meet all the regulations in relation to this part.  

Risk assessments, plus policies relating to health and safety, first aid, safeguarding, 
the promotion of good behaviour and anti-bullying, and equal opportunities, provide 
a framework to keep children safe. The safeguarding policy, for example, gives 
information in terms of named responsible people within the school, governing body 
and wider local authority area. The policy has clear links to key documentation and 
useful sites, ‘Keeping children safe in education’, anti-radicalisation and the ‘Prevent’ 
duty, for example. Consequently, clear guidance is given to staff on how to recognise 
and report concerns. 

Policies relating to behaviour detail how the school rewards positive behaviour. 
Where sanctions may be required, the emphasis is on restoring pupils to their place 
in the school community, for example through picking up litter or tidying the 
classroom.  

 

                                           

 
3 www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made. Part 1 to Schedule 1 is not reported against 

because it does not apply to academies, free schools, studio schools and UTCs. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
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Part 4. Suitability of staff, supply staff, and proprietors 

The school is likely to meet all the relevant requirements.  

The single central record shows that necessary checks relating to the suitability of 
staff to work with pupils have been completed.   

The school intends to use its own staff to cover absences. The headteacher and trust 
are clear that if supply staff are used, the school and the agency must ensure checks 
are carried out in the same way as if the supply staff were the school’s own 
employees.  

Part 5. Premises of and accommodation at schools 

The school is likely to meet all of the relevant requirements.   

The renovations to the former bank office building have been carefully planned to 
ensure pupils’ welfare, health and safety and promote their effective learning. 
Classrooms are large and outdoor space is available. A separate outdoor area for 
Reception-aged children is about to be constructed.  

Toilet and washing facilities will be provided, as will a separate medical room if pupils 
become ill or need treatment.  

An outdoor play area will be available for pupils.  

It is intended that meals will be prepared at the Eden Boys’ School, Bolton and 
transported to this site.   

Part 6. Provision of information 

The school is likely to meet the relevant requirements.  

The school’s safeguarding policy is up to date and includes references to the 
responsibilities of key people. The policy outlines well procedures for reporting 
concerns. 

The school’s current website is due to be relaunched when the school opens to 
pupils on 5 September 2016. However, documentation provided to the inspector 
shows this development to be well underway in order to provide information relating 
to: contact details, links to the DfE’s and Ofsted’s sites, curriculum and assessment 
details, including that parents will receive regular, including written, information 
about their child’s progress and key policies, such as charging and remission.  

In addition, information is being uploaded to the website in relation to governors, 
including their roles and terms of office. Information relating to the pecuniary 
interests of governors will be published. 
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Part 7. Manner in which complaints are handled 

The school is likely to meet all the relevant requirements.   

The procedures for handling complaints are clear. The policy contains all the 
necessary steps for the efficient handling of complaints, including timescales. 

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools 

The school is likely to meet all the relevant requirements. Policies put into place by 
leaders follow DfE guidance well. 

The headteacher and the trust are experienced in education and have a clear vision 
of what a successful school looks like. Several of the trust’s schools have been 
judged by Ofsted to be outstanding. Furthermore, both the trust and the 
headteacher have a proven track record in establishing new schools. Consequently, 
the headteacher and the trust demonstrate that they have the skills and knowledge 
to lead and manage the school and promote the well-being of pupils. 

Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 

The school has a number of policies in place that are likely to promote equality. As 
the school’s website and documentation state, leaders aim to promote in pupils the 
values of respect, care, tolerance, self-discipline and love for each other. 

Statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage 

All of the statutory requirements for the early years foundation stage are likely to be 
met.  
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of 

all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and 

Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further 

education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other 

secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after 

children, safeguarding and child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under 

the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, 

The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and 

updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.  

Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted  
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